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During January and February 1947, a total of 2,750 hales
of cotton yarn were imported from Japan for handloom weav-
ing, 42 students were under training at the Saundcrs Weaving
Institute, the Government had imported dyes for distribution to
small producers of cloth, and had disbursed numerous small
loans to weavers. All in all, the provisional government appears
to be proceeding with considerable vigor to encourage this and
other types of cotton industry.4
LACQUER
Second in importance among handicrafts was lacquer, with
a total employment of 66,462 in 193L Burmese forest products
and indigenous craftsmen combined to turn out a product which
was perhaps less artistic than that of Japan or China, but which
nevertheless found a ready local market, and attracted a few
tourist customers, The Cottage Industries Department of the
government had a lacquer school at Pagan, an ancient city be-
tween Chauk and Myingyan, where improved methods were
taught. Perhaps the most widely used product of the Burmese
lacquer industry was the uthabeik" or begging* bowls, used by
the more than a hundred thousand Buddhist monks. Flower
vases, used both for the decoration of family shrines and in
holy places, as well as for ordinary decorations, were pur-
chased by rich and poor. Teapoys and other ornate Items
adorned the homes of the well-to-do.
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Tailors, milliners, dressmakers, and darners numbered 51,-
1CK), and comprised the third largest group of handicraftsmen,
Indians were particularly prominent in urban areas, in connec-
tion with this type of employment. It is thought thai" a larger
than average proportion of them were full-time workers. Con-
siderably less than half those employed in all cottage industries
were full-time workers*
Carpenters, turners, and joiners numbered 42,260, and
they also are believed to have included a rather high proportion
4 Surrey 0f Dcpartmentdl Activities.